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WRITING AN ARTICLE SUMMARY

READING STRATEGIES

1. Answer the following question quickly right on this page:

when you look at the title and browse the article quickly, what do you expect that it will be about?

2. In order to read as quickly and efficiently as possible, try reading the discussion section first, then the abstract and then looking at the tables and finally the intro and methods sections.  

PLANNING TO WRITE THE SUMMARY

Answering the following questions quickly will help you write your summary.

1. Were your expectations met, exceeded, or thwarted?

2. What were your feelings at the end of the article?  Explore briefly on paper (e.g. delighted, confused, irritated, amused, excited).  

3. List the main finding(s) of this article.

4. What changes in subject matter does this article consider (history,

changes in some facet of the subject, movements, trends, etc.)?

5. Do the methods used seem reliable and appropriate?

6. Does the experiment type seem reasonable (e.g. survey, testing, etc.)?

7. Could this article be used to justify some action (political, otherwise)?

8. What is your private experience with this subject area?

9. If possible, compare this article to another similar one and another

dissimilar one.  How does the article differ from them?  

BEGINNING TO WRITE

Take a break if you have time after answering the above questions.  When you come back, form a 1-sentence statement about the value of the article.  What does it do well?  What is its purpose?

Organize your summary by using this 1-sentence statement to determine how you will present information in your paragraphs.  Keep to that statement.

DRAFTING/EDITING

Write up a first draft of your summary in about 1-2 hours.  If possible, give it to a peer to read and edit.  Your paper will be much more acceptable to your professor if it’s clean of errors.

Please feel free to come to the Writing Center for help as well.  You can schedule ½ hour appointments everyday except Sunday.

